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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 6, 2009





ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE COMMITTEE of N.Y., Inc.


      COMMEMORATES THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE


        PASSING OF GIUSEPPE PETROSINO, MARCH 12, 1909     


                                                                   


The Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of New York, Inc., will host a Memorial Service in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Passing of Giuseppe Petrosino, alongside his burial site at Calvary Cemetery, Queens,


N.Y. on Thursday, March 12, 2009 at 12 noon.  Joseph Sciame, President, and the Board of Directors, IHCCC-NY, Inc, are coordinating the event.  A wreath laying will take place, as well as commentary concerning the life of Lt. Petrosino, who distinguished himself as an Italian American Crime Fighter.  All are invited to attend the ceremony.





Giuseppe Petrosino, born in 1860, emigrated with his family to the United States from Padula, Italy (Province of Salerno) in 1874.  In 1890, he became the first Italian American NYPD Detective Sergeant when he was appointed by the then NYC Police Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt.  In 1905 he was placed in charge of an Italian squad, which became the expanded Italian Legion, and at that time he was promoted to Lieutenant.  His goal was to infiltrate, capture and deport known criminals, who were extorting and terrorizing their own Italian ethnic group and defaming decent Italian immigrants. Towards that end, he also developed the Bomb Squad.  He investigated the high profile cases of the black mailing of Enrico Caruso and the plot to assassinate President McKinley.  On an undercover assignment in Italy to investigate ties between the Italian Mafia and New York criminals, he was assassinated in Piazza Marina in Palermo, Sicily.  Hailed as a hero, his funeral cortege a month later in New York was witnessed by a quarter of a million people, Italians and non-Italians alike, who lined the streets of the city, to pay their respects to their fallen protector.  He is still considered one of America’s greatest crime fighters. He remains the only NYPD officer killed in the line of duty outside the U.S.





Giuseppe Petrosino will be an honored theme of this year’s Italian Heritage & Culture Month in October, when many events will highlight his life and accomplishments, including a re-dedication of the renovated park in Little Italy named for him.





DIRECTIONS TO CALVARY CEMETERY: Take LIE, going WEST, and exit at #18 toward Maurice Avenue. Merge onto Borden Avenue/Queens Midtown Expwy. Turn left at Maurice Ave., turn right at 55th Drive until it becomes 56th St.  Sharp right at Rust St. Continue on 56th Road to Laurel Hill Ave.  NOTE: For those driving from NYC and the Midtown Tunnel, stay extremely right and take last toll booth and stay on service road, until Maurice Avenue. Going east, you want to be on the left side of the LIE eventually and then follow prior instructions.
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